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To  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority,  the  Town  Council  of  the 
Borough  of  Neivport,  Isle  of  Wight. 

Gentlemen, 

Herewith  I  present  my  10th  Annual  Eeport  on  the  Health  of 
the  Borough  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1906. 

Population  and  Vital  Statistics. — I  may  mention  here  that  the 
County  Council  wish  for  some  different  mode  for  calculating  the 
estimated  population,  but  as  I  have  each  year  made  my  calculations 
according  to  the  plan  laid  down  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
I  think  it  better  to  continue  in  the  same  lines  at  any  rate  until  the 
next  census,  as  any  alteration  now  would  upset  the  yearly  averages, 
and  so  prevent  comparisons.  Therefore  taking  my  estimate  of 
the  population  at  Midsummer,  1905,  as  11,436,  and  as  the  excess 
of  births  over  deaths  for  the  year  ended  Midsummer,  1906,  was 
132,  this  would  make  our  total  estimated  population  to  be  now 
11,568,  and  on  this  figure  I  shall,  as  usual,  base  my  birth  and 
mortality  rates. 

Although  many  new  houses  have  been  built,  the  number  of  void 
houses  has  not  increased  but  rather  decreased,  and  it  may  be 
noticed  that  the  majority  of  these  are  the  old  ones,  many  of  which 
are  small  and  inconvenient,  and  it  is  these  that  are  still  being 
converted  into  stores,  and  for  other  business  purposes. 

During  the  year  plans  for  54  new  houses  have  been  passed  by 
the  Council,  and  the  majority  of  these  have  been  built  and  are 
occupied. 
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Besides  these  new  buildings,  various  alterations,  etc.,  have 
been  made  to  business  and  other  premises.  Amongst  these  may 
be  mentioned  a  splendid  new  wing  that  is  being  added  to  the 
Technical  Institute  in  St.  James’  Street,  and  also  that  one  of  the 
old  High  Street  premises  has  been  pulled  down,  and  a  large, 
commodious,  and  expensive  structure  raised  in  its  place.  All  this 
means  progress,  and  tends  to  the  improvement  of  the  Borough, 
and  the  new  houses  being  built  with  more  airy  rooms  and  better 
sanitary  accommodation  help  towards  the  comfort  and  better 
health  of  the  occupants. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year 
was  :  Males,  133  ;  females,  145  ;  making  a  total  of  278,  giving  a 
birth  rate  of  24.03  per  1,000.  The  appended  table  shows  an 
increase  on  last  year. 


Date. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1897 

171 

127 

298 

1898 

142 

145 

287 

1899 

148 

136 

284 

1900 

186 

134 

270 

1901 

120 

132 

252 

1902 

133 

112 

245 

1903 

148 

133 

281 

1904 

138 

125 

263 

1905 

114 

142 

256 

1906 

133 

145 

278 

With  the  exception  of  1903  this  is  the  highest  birth-rate  for  the 
past  six  years. 

The  births  for  1906  were  registered  as  follows  : 


Boys. 

Girls. 

Total. 

1st  quarter  of  the  year 

30 

32 

62 

2nd 

35 

37 

72 

3rd 

34 

45 

79 

4th 

34 

31 

65 

Total 

133 

145 

278 

Deaths. — The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  was  132, giv  ing 
a  mortality  rate  of  11.41  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 
This  is  a  slight  increase  on  last  year,  but  is  much  lower  than  the 
general  death-rate  throughout  the  Country. 


For  comparison  I  append  the  totals  for  the  past  10  years  : — 

Date.  Total  deaths. 

1897  . .  . .  149 

1898  . .  . .  138 


*  » 
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Date. 

1899 

1900 

1901 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 


Total  Deaths. 
184 
145 
150 

123 
141 
148 

124 
132 


I  must  again  congratulate  you  on  the  continued  low  death* 
rate  and  the  general  healthy  state  of  the  Borough,  and  I  feel 
justified  in  assuming  that  this  is  in  a  large  measure  the  outcome  of 
the  money  spent  in  past  years,  and  the  efforts  put  forth  by  your 
Authority  in  removing  the  insanitary  conditions  which  then  existed, 
and  I  am  convinced  that  all  future  efforts  in  the  same  direction 
will  show  good  results. 


The  132  deaths  occurred  at  the  following  ages  : — 


Deaths  under 

1 

year 

17 

or 

1.46 

per  1000 

,,  over 

1 

,,  and  under  5  years 

5 

or 

0.43 

>> 

5 

„  15  „ 

6 

or 

0.51 

?? 

5? 

15 

„  25  „ 

6 

or 

0.51 

5? 

?? 

25 

„  65  „ 

49 

or 

4.23 

55 

5?  5? 

65 

years 

and  upwards 

49 

or 

4.23 

55 

The  death-rate  this  year  calls  for  no  special  remark  with  the 
exception  of  the  increase  in  the  number  of  deaths  occurring 
between  the  ages  of  25  and  65  years,  viz.,  49  as  against  25  last  year, 
this  being  a  rate  of  4.23  of  the  estimated  population  as  against 
2.18  of  last  year. 

Of  the  17  deaths  under  1  year,  4  lived  from  a  half-hour  to  not 
more  than  eight  days,  and  these  deaths  were  due  to  premature 
birth  or  feeble  vitality. 

Of  the  49  deaths  occurring  at  65  and  upwards  : — 

6  died  between  65  and  70  years  of  age. 

19  ,,  70  and  80  ,, 

17  ,,  80  and  90  ,, 

7  ,,  90  and  upwards,  the  oldest  being  98. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  population,  births, 
and  deaths,  &c.,  for  the  past  10  years. 
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Population 
estimated  to 

Births. 

Total  Deaths  registered  in 
the  District. 

Year. 

1 

Under 

1  yr.  of  age 

At  all 

ages. 

M  iddle  of 
each  Year. 

2 

Num¬ 

ber. 

3 

Rate.* 

4 

Num¬ 

ber. 

p 

0 

Rate  per 
1000 
births 
registered. 
6 

N  um 
ber. 

7 

Rate.* 

8 

1896 

10,705 

329 

30-82 

36 

109  42 

185 

17-28 

1897 

10,854 

298 

27'45 

33 

107-38 

149 

13-72 

1898 

11,014 

287 

26-05 

31 

108-01 

138 

12-52 

1899 

11,114 

284 

25 '55 

40 

140-84 

184 

16‘55 

1900 

11,177 

270 

24-15 

28 

103-70 

145 

12-90 

1901 

10,938 

252 

23-03 

28 

111-11 

150 

13-71 

1902 

11,059 

245 

22-15 

22 

89-79 

123 

11-12 

1903 

11,192 

281 

25-08 

22 

78-29 

141 

12-59 

1904 

11,301 

263 

23-27 

40 

152-09 

148 

13-09 

1905 

1 1 ,436 

256 

23-38 

16 

62-50 

124 

10-84 

Averages 
for  years 
1896 — 
1905 

11,079 

276 

25-09 

29 

107-31 

148 

13-43 

1906 

11,568 

278 

24-03 

17 

61-14 

132 

11-41 

*  Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Note. — The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  7  of  this  Table  are  the 
whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  with¬ 
in  the  district  or  division. 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  10,938 
Number  of  inhabited  houses,  2,400 
Average  number  of  persons  per  house,  4-55 
Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water),  501. 


(At  Census 
of  1901. 
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The  following  table  is  compiled  by  the  Registrar-General,  and 
I  have  added  Newport,  I.W.,  for  comparison  : — 


Table  B. 

England  and  Wales,  1906. 

Annual  Birth-rates  and  Death-rates  from  the  Seven  Chief  Epidemic 

Diseases. 


Annual  Rates  per 

1,000  Living. 

Infant 
Mortality — 

Births. 

Deaths 
from  all 
Causes. 

Deaths 
from  Seven 
Chief 
Epidemic 
Diseases. 

Annual 
Death-rate 
of  Infants 
under  1  year 
per  1000 
births. 

England  and  Wales  ... 

27-0 

15-4 

173 

133 

76  Great  Towns 

27-9 

16*0 

224 

146 

1 42  smaller  towns 

26-5 

14-4 

1-70 

138 

England  and  Wales,  less  the 
218  towns  ... 

26-3 

15-0 

1-18 

115 

Newport 

24-0 

1 1-4 

034 

6L1 

1 


Table  0. 

The  following  table  gives  the  infant  mortality  during  the  year 
1906,  with  the  deaths  from  stated  causes  in  weeks  and  months 
under  one  year  of  age,  the  number  of  legitimate  and  illegitimate 
births,  &c.  : — 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1  Week. 

1-2  Weeks. 

|  2-3  Weeks. 

|  3-4  Weeks. 

Total  under 

1  Month. 

1-2  Months. 

2-3  Months. 

|  3-4  Months. 

4-5  Months. 

|  5-6  Months. 

|  6-7  Months. 

|  7-8  Months. 

8-9  Months. 

|  9-10  Months. 

|  10-11  Months. 

|  11-12  Months.  | 

Total  Deaths 

under  1  Year. 

All  Causes :  Certified 

Uncertified  . . 

4 

Cq  rH  | 

1 

7 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Common  Infectious  Diseases  : 

Small-pox 

Chicken-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria :  Croup 

WThooping  Cough 

Diarrhceal  Diseases  : 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms 

Enteritis,  Muco-enteritis,  Gastro-  ) 
enteritis  . .  . .  . .  j 

Gastritis,  Gastro-intestinal  Catarrh . . 
Wasting  Diseases  : 

Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Defects 

In  j  ury  at  Birth 

Want  of  Breast-milk,  Starvation 
Atrophy,  Debility,  Marasmus 
Tuberculous  Diseases  ; 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  :  Tabes  ) 
Mesenterica  . .  . .  . .  ) 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . . 

Other  Causes : 

Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Pickets 

Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous} . . 
Convulsions 

Bronchitis . 

Laryngitis.. 

Pneumonia 

Suffocation,  overlying . 

Other  Causes 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

6 

2 

1 

1 

4 

3 

1 

8 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

17 

District — Newport,  I.W.  Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1906 — 11,568. 

Births  in  the  year — Legitimate,  268  ;  Illegitimate,  10. 

Deaths  in  the  year  of— Legitimate  Infants,  14  ;  Illegitimate  Infants,  3. 

Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  132. 

Preventable  Diseases. — The  total  number  of  deaths  from  this 
cause  was  four,  of  these  one  was  due  to  Diphtheria,  two  to  Enteric 
fever,  and  one  to  Membranous  croup,  giving  a  mortality  rate  of 
0.34  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population.  This  is  a  very  low 
death-rate  and  a  decrease  on  that  of  last  year,  which  was  0.53  per 
1,000. 

For  comparison  I  append  a  table  giving  an  analysis  of  the 
deaths  from  preventable  and  other  diseases  for  the  past  five  years, 
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and  the  months  in  which  they  occurred.  Another  table,  overleaf 
for  1906  only,  gives  details  of  deaths  from  all  causes,  the  ages  at 
which  they  occurred,  and  the  diseases  which  caused  such  deaths. 
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Table  E. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1906. 


Causes  of  Death. 


1 


Small-pox  . 

Measles  ...  . 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup 
Croup  ... 

j  Typhus  . 

Fever  Enteric 

(  Other  Continued  ... 
Epidemic  Influenza  ... 

Cholera 

Plague . 

Diarrhoea 
Enteritis 
Puerperal  fever 
Erysipelas 

Other  Septic  Diseases 

Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis) 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases . 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease  ... 

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs 
Alcoholism  ...  ) 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ) 

Venereal  Diseases 
Premature  Birth 

Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition 

Heart  Diseases 

Accidents 

Suicides 

All  Other  Causes  . 


All  Causes 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  Ages  of 
“  Residents  ”  whether  occurring 
in  or  beyond  the  District. 


All  Ages. 

Under  1 

year. 

1  and 

under  5 

5  and 

under  15 

15  and 
under  25 

25  and 

under  65 

65  and 

upwards 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1 

l 

9 

2 

6 

1 

2 

1 

1 

12 

6 

6 

10 

1 

4 

5 

3 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

4 

4 

1 

1 

24 

1 

1 

1 

10 

11 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

50 

8 

2 

2 

1 

13 

24 

132 

17 

5 

6 

6 

49 

49 

'Notifiable  Diseases. — Under  the  Infectious  Diseases  Noti¬ 
fication  Act  of  1899,  the  following  diseases  have  been  notified 
during  the  year  :  Typhoid  fever  5,  Diphtheria  4,  Scarlet  fever  3, 
Membranous  croup  1,  and  Erysipelas  3. 


lo 


The  following  table  shows  all  the 

cases 

that  have 

been 

notified  during  the  past 

five  years 

: — 

1902 

1903 

1904 

1905 

1906 

Typhoid  fever 

..  3 

6 

2 

6 

5 

Continued  fever  . . 

..  5 

2 

3 

3 

0 

Diphtheria 

..  6 

16 

56 

21 

4 

Scarlet  fever 

1 

19 

1 

5 

3 

Membranous  croup 

..  .  0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Puerperal  fever  . . 

..  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

..  5 

3 

4 

6 

3 

Typhus  fever 

..  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Small-pox 

..  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Total 

..  20 

46 

66 

48 

16 

The  following  are  the  particulars  of  the  cases  notified  during 
the  year  under  review  : — 

Typhoid  Fever. — There  were  five  cases  of  typhoid  fever 
notified.  Two  of  these  were  of  a  virulent  type,  the  patients  dying 
within  a  few  days  of  seizure. 

Continued  Fever. — No  case  of  this  disease  occurred  during 
the  year. 

Diphtheria. — Only  4  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  this 
year,  as  against  21  in  1905,  and  56  in  1904.  Each  case  was 
injected  with  antitoxin  and  successfully  yielded  to  treatment  as 
regards  the  primary  disease,  but  one  unfortunately  succumbed 
to  the  paralysis  that  supervened  some  four  weeks  after.  Two  of 
these  cases  were  in  adults  and  two  in  children.  One  of  the  former 
had  been  nursing  a  child  suffering  with  Membranous  croup  and 
probably  became  infected  with  the  disease  as  a  result.  As  regards 
the  houses  in  which  the  cases  occurred,  no  insanitary  defects  were 
found,  every  care  was  taken,  the  sick  rooms  were  disinfected,  and 
the  disease  in  each  case  was  confined  to  the  house  where  it  occurred. 
I  am  pleased  to  report  such  a  decided  decrease  of  this  disease. 

Sea  let  Fever. — There  were  only  three  cases  of  this  disease 
notified,  all  three  were  children,  two  being  of  one  family.  The 
cases  were  very  light  and  call  for  no  comment. 

Influenza. — There  was  a  slight  epidemic  of  this  disease  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  the  cases  were  very  mild  in  character  and 
call  for  no  remark. 
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Membranous  Croup.  —  There  was  one  case  of  this  disease 
notified  which  unfortunately  proved  fatal,  the  child  being  only 
medically  treated  a  few  hours  before  death. 

Diarrhoea. — The  Borough  has  been  fairly  free  from  this  disease 
throughout  the  year.  A  few  cases  occurred  through  the  summer 
months,  four  deaths  being  attributable  to  this  cause,  two  only  of 
these  being  in  infants.  There  was  nothing  of  an  epidemic  char¬ 
acter. 

Cancer. — I  have  to  record  12  deaths  from  this  disease,  as 
against  14  last  year,  7  in  1904,  12  in  1903,  12  in  1902,  11  in  1901, 
11  in  1900,  16  in  1899,  8  in  1898,  11  in  1897,  and  22  in  1896.  The 
death  rate  per  1,000  of  our  estimated  population  is  1.03,  as  against 
1.22  last  year. 

Small-pox — Puerperal  Fever  and  Typhus  Fever. —  The  Bor¬ 
ough  has  been  entirely  free  from  these  diseases  throughout  the 
year. 

Violent  and  Accidental  Deaths. — There  were  three  deaths 
recorded  from  this  cause,  as  against  four  last  year,  one  of  which 
was  a  male,  aged  17,  accidentally  drowned  whilst  bathing  in  the 
river.  Inquests  were  held  in  each  case. 

Visits  and  Inspection  of  Premises. — As  a  result  of  many  visits 
to  houses  and  premises  in  all  parts  of  the  Borough,  I  can  again 
bear  testimony  to  its  greatly  improved  sanitary  condition.  The 
process  of  clearing  out  the  old  drains  and  defective  and  antiquated 
sanitary  fittings  is  steadily  going  on,  and  new  and  up-to-date 
fittings  taking  their  place.  This  is  a  healthy  sign  that  the  efforts 
of  your  Sanitary  Inspector  are  bearing  good  fruit,  and  that  the 
owners  of  properties  have  evidently  come  to  the  conclusion  that 
such  a  state  of  things  conduces  to  the  mutual  benefit  of  both  land¬ 
lord  and  tenant. 

Bakehouses.— The  number  in  use  at  the  close  of  1895  was  23, 
and  the  number  at  the  close  of  1896  remains  the  same,  23.  These 
have  been  regularly  inspected,  and  their  condition  reported  on  to 
your  Committee.  They  are  all  retail  bakehouses,  built  on  the 
ground  floor ;  no  wholesale  nor  underground  bakehouses  exist  in 
the  Borough.  Although  some  are  of  the  old  type,  and  not 
constructed  on  modern  plans  and  ideas,  they  are  all  kept  clean  and 
well  limewashed.  Two  men  is  about  the  average  number  working 
in  each. 

Slaughterhouses. — As  I  have  stated  in  former  reports  these 
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have  the  attention,  and  are  under  the  more  immediate  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector.  My  remarks  as  to  the  type  of 
bakehouses  apply  in  great  measure  to  the  slaughterhouses,  many 
have  been  in  existence  a  great  number  of  years,  and  not  having 
present-day  fittings  and  conveniences  it  is  impossible  to  keep 
them  in  the  same  condition  as  the  new  structures  with  up-to-date 
fittings. 

The  drainage  is  however  kept  in  good  order,  and  the  lime¬ 
washing  and  general  cleanliness  well  looked  after  and  the  supply 
of  water  is  pure  and  ample. 

Public  Sewers. — Very  little  has  been  done  this  year  under  this 
heading.  A  new  street  has  been  laid  out  and  a  new  pipe  sewer 
constructed  in  it,  also  a  storm  water  drain  has  been  laid  in  Barton 
Eoad  to  relieve  the  sewers  in  that  district  of  the  large  amount  of 
storm  and  surface  water,  which  previously  flowed  into  them.  The 
sewers  have  all  been  regularly  flushed  and  kept  in  good  working 
order.  No  trouble  of  any  kind  has  been  experienced  although 
the  long  drought  in  the  summer  was  very  trying.  A  large 
amount  of  surface  and  domestic  drainage  has  been  carried  out. 

Public  Schools. — The  public  schools  are  the  same  in  number 
as  previously  reported,  viz.,  four.  Three  are  under  the  Borough 
Education  Committee,  and  the  fourth,  the  Grammar  School,  is 
under  the  management  of  Trustees.  Throughout  the  year  the 
health  of  the  children  has  been  good  and  nothing  has  arisen  calling 
for  my  especial  attention. 

Extensive  additions  are  being  made  to  the  Technical  Institute 
in  Upper  St.  James’  Street  for  the  purpose  of  a  Secondary  School 
under  the  Isle  of  Wight  County  Education  Authority,  this  building 
being  the  home  of  the  Isle  of  Wight  Pupil  Teachers’  Centre,  and 
when  completed  will  be  the  most  important  educational  establish¬ 
ment  in  the  Island.  All  the  rooms  are  well  lighted,  well  ventilated, 
and  the  sanitary  arrangements  leave  nothing  to  be  desired. 

The  private  schools  are  few  in  number,  the  health  of  the 
children  has  been  good,  and  I  have  received  no  complaints. 

Market. — The  market  is  held  on  the  asphalted  floor  in  the 
centre  of  the  town  week  by  week,  and  if  one  may  judge  by  the 
number  of  cattle  there,  the  need  of  such  an  institution  is  very 
evident.  While  I  still  hold  to  the  opinion  which  I  have  more  than 
once  expressed,  that  if  a  suitable  site  outside  the  town  could  be 
procured,  it  would  be  advisable  to  remove  the  market  to  it,  yet  I 
am  pleased  to  say,  under  the  decidedly  improved  condition  of 
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things,  the  most  objectionable  features  to  it  are  reduced  to  a 
minimum.  The  expeditious  manner  in  which  the  manure  is 
removed,  and  the  whole  space  cleared,  washed  down  and  dis¬ 
infected  is  most  creditable  to  the  department  having  charge  of 
this  work. 

The  question  of  the  provision  of  a  public  abattoir  is  still  in  my 
mind,  and  I  trust  at  no  distant  date  the  Town  Council  will  take 
this  matter  into  their  serious  consideration. 


Water  Supply. — I  do  not  think  I  can  possibly  add  anything 
to  my  remarks  in  previous  reports  on  your  splendid  water  supply. 
Although  the  demands  on  it  are  continually  on  the  increase  yet 
there  is  no  lack  of  water,  and  this  was  especially  the  case  through 
the  long,  trying,  hot  spell  in  the  summer.  I  trust  the  outlay  will 
prove  a  financial  success,  and  I  am  confident  that  the  abundant 
and  pure  supply  of  water  will  prove  a  source  of  health  and  comfort 
to  the  town  and  neighbourhood. 

I  append  the  analyst’s  report  on  samples  taken  in  May  last. 
This  report  as  well  as  those  of  previous  years  is  highly  satisfactory, 
and  proving  that  our  water  is  absolutely  pure,  and  second  to 
none  in  the  kingdom. 


The  Chemical  Research  Association,  Ltd., 

No.  1,  Southwark  Street, 

London  Bridge,  S.E., 

8th  May,  1906. 


To  Dr.  M.  L.  B.  Coombs,  M.O.H. 

Borough  of  Newport. 


The  specimen  of  water  marked  “Well,”  received  here  on 
2/5/06,  has  been  chemically  and  bacteriologically  examined,  and 
I  have  been  instructed  to  forward  the  following  analysis  and  report 
thereon  : — 


ANALYSIS. 

Chemical  Parts  per  130,000 

Total  Solids  (dried  at  120°C) 
Combined  Chlorine 
Expressed  as  Na.  Cl. 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrates 
Nitrites 

Saline  Ammonia 

Albuminoid  Ammonia 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27°C. 

Total  Hardness 

Lead  or  Copper 


1 rains  per  Gallon. 

20.58 
2.20 
3.63 
0.33 
Nil. 

Nil. 
0.001 
0.017 
15.°3 
Nil. 
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This  is  a  water  of  a  very  high  degree  of  organic  purity  as 
judged  by  Chemical  Analysis. 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

The  average  number  of  organisms  which  produce  Colonies 
on  gelatine  plates  incubated  for  three  days  at  20°C.  is  less  than 
ten  per  cubic  centimetre  of  the  water. 


The  various  quantities,  amounting  in  all  to  30  cubic  centi¬ 
metres  of  the  water  which  have  been  examined  for  the  detection 
of  the  Bacillus  Coli  Communis,  have  given  entirely  negative  results, 
no  organisms  of  the  Coli  type  having  been  found. 


These  results  show  the  water  to  possess  a  high  degree  of  bac¬ 
terial  purity. 


C.  H.  WELLS, 
Secretary  of  the  Association. 


Sewage  Disposal. — The  serious  and  frequently  difficult 
question  which  confronts  local  authorities  especially  of  inland 
towns,  “  What  is  to  be  done  with  the  Sewage  ?”  has  evidently 
been  solved  by  your  Authority  in  a  satisfactory  manner.  The 
plant  laid  down  in  1896  for  the  treatment  of  the  sewage  by  the 
precipitation  process  has,  after  ten  years  of  working,  proved  a 
success. 

When  I  have  visited  the  works  I  have  always  found  them 
free  from  nuisance,  and  no  complaints  have  been  received  from  the 
public.  The  sludge  cake  has  not  been  allowed  to  accumulate,  and 
this  has  greatly  assisted  in  the  working  of  the  system,  and  I  think 
a  word  of  praise  is  due  to  the  manager  and  his  staff  for  the  excellent 
condition  in  which  the  works  are  kept  and  the  system  carried  out. 


FACTOKY  ACT. 
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1. — Inspection. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors 

of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

(1) 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecutions. 

(D 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

3 

Workshops  . 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

166 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Workplaces  ...  ...  . 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Part  3  of  this 
Report) 

57 

Total 

226 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Particulars. 

(1) 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

(5) 

Found. 

(2) 

Remedied. 

(3) 

Referred 
to  II. M. 
Inspector. 

(D 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 
A  cts : — 

Want  of  cleanliness... 

Want  of  ventilation... 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors... 

Other  nuisances 

Sanitary  L  insufficient  ... 
Accommo-  J  unsuitable  or  defective 
dation  (  not  separate  for  sexes 

> 

Offences  under  the  Factory  andWork- 
sliop  Act : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 
bakehouse  (s.  101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  require¬ 
ments  for  bakehouses  (ss.  97  to 
100). 

Other  offences 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outwork  which  are  included  in 
Part  3  of  this  Report). 

/ 

(Nil. 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

Work. 
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The  lists  of  outworkers  received  from  employers  are  for  the  second  half  of  the  year  only.  Until  your  Authority  placed  an  advertisement 
in  the  local  paper  no  lists  had  been  returned.  My  future  reports  will  include  lists  of  outworkers  for  each  half-year. 
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4. — Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

N  umber 

(0 

(2) 

Railway  Works  ... 

1 

Brewery  ... 

1 

Bakehouses 

23 

Tailors 

7 

Dressmakers 

15 

Milliners  ... 

I 

Cabinet  Makers  ... 

4 

Carpenters 

•••  •••  ••• 

6 

Harness  Makers  ... 

4 

Smiths 

6 

Coach  Builders  ... 

6 

Printers  ... 

5 

Dyers 

1 

Beer  Bottling  Stores 

... 

1 

Total 

83 

5. — Other  Matters. 

Class. 

Number. 

(1) 

(2) 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  :  — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

(s.  133) . 

•••  ...  ...  ••• 

Nil 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  "i 

Notified  by  H.M.  In- 

H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable  un- 1 

spector 

Nil 

der  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  > 

Reports  (of  action 

not  under  the  Factory  and  Work-  ( 

taken)  sent  to  H.M. 

shop  Act  (s.  5)  .  ) 

Inspector 

Nil 

Other... 

...  •••  ...  ... 

Nil 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101) 

...  •••  ...  ... 

Nil 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

...  ...  •••  ... 

Nil 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

... 

Nil 

The  lists  of  outworkers  received  from  employers  are  for  the 
second  half  of  the  year  only.  Until  your  Authority  placed  an 
advertisement  in  the  local  papers  no  lists  had  been  returned.  My 
future  reports  will  include  lists  of  outworkers  for  each  half-year. 

Before  closing  my  report  I  would  wish  to  suggest  to  your 
Authority  as  conservators  of  the  River  Medina  that  they  should 
make  either  a  proper  sea  water  bath  or  that  they  should  have  a 
stated  place,  with  a  properly  constructed  bathing  stage  and  a 
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responsible  man  in  attendance  during  the  hours  of  high  tide  when 
the  bathing  is  in  full  swing  during  the  summer  months,  and  make 
it  unlawful  for  any  other  spot  to  be  used,  as  it  is  for  want  of  some 
precaution  like  this,  that  I  have  unfortunately  to  record  every 
now  and  again  in  my  reports,  as  is  the  case  this  year,  of  the  sad 
loss  of  promising  young  life. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  a  great  pleasure  to  me  to  be  again  in  a 
position  to  congratulate  you  on  the  ever  improving  sanitary 
condition  of  the  Borough.  An  increased  birth-rate,  a  low  death- 
rate,  better  roads,  better  dwellings,  improved  scavenging,  de¬ 
velopment  of  the  outskirts  of  the  Borough — all  point  to  progress. 
I  trust  that  the  present  healthy  condition  will  continue  and  that 
each  succeeding  year  will  be  an  improvement  on  the  last. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

MILBOURNE  L.  B.  COOMBS, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Newport  Urban  District. 


February  12th,  1907. 


ANNUAL  EEPOET 


OF  THE 

iSANITAEY  INSPECTOE 

For  tiie  Year  1906. 


To  the  Mayor  and  Town  Council  the  Urban  Sanitary  Authority 
for  the  Borough  of  Newport,  I.W. 


Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  for  your  approval  my  Twelfth  Annual  Report 
of  the  work  executed  under  your  Authority  for  the  year  ended 
December  31,  1906. 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASE. 

Sixteen  cases  were  notified.  The  sanitary  condition  of  the 
premises,  also  the  drainage,  was  examined,  and  where  found 
necessary  the  responsible  persons  were  called  on  to  remedy  defects. 

Disinfectants  were  supplied  free,  and  the  rooms  disinfected 
as  soon  as  the  health  of  the  patients  permitted.  Formalin  was 
the  disinfectant  used. 

In  addition  to  the  rooms  occupied  by  notified  cases,  at  the 
request  of  medical  men,  I  disinfected  a  number  of  rooms  where 
cases  of  Consumption,  Cancer,  and  other  non-notifiable  diseases 
had  been  treated.  As  your  Authority  do  not  possess  an  Isolation 
Hospital,  I  am  frequently  compelled  to  disinfect  several  rooms 
in  one  house,  as  in  small  dwellings  the  isolation  of  a  patient  in 
one  room  is  almost  an  impossibility,  and  it  therefore  becomes 
necessary  to  disinfect  all  the  rooms  which  have  been  used  by  the 
persons  affected.  Altogether  37  rooms  have  been  disinfected. 

MILKSHOPS  AND  DAIRIES. 

The  number  of  persons  registered  under  the  Milkshops  and 
Dairies  Act  of  1885  as  dairymen  and  purveyors  of  milk  is  12 
dairymen  and  6  purveyors— being  no  change  from  last  year’s 
total. 
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The  milk  stores  and  cow  sheds  are  kept  clean  and  well  lime- 
washed,  the  drainage  has  been  kept  in  good  condition,  and  less 
difficulty  experienced  in  keeping  the  manure  removed. 

Very  little  milk  is  stored,  the  greater  quantity  being  supplied 
direct  from  the  cow  to  the  consumer. 


SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

The  total  number  of  slaughter-houses  is  17,  being  one  less 
than  reported  last  year. 

They  are  situated  as  follows  : — 

10  in  Scarrott’s  Lane. 

1  in  Cockram’s  Yard. 

1  in  Chain  Lane. 

1  in  High  Street. 

1  in  Pyle  Street. 

1  in  Cross  Street. 

1  in  East  Street. 

1  in  Carisbrooke  Road. 


Six  licences  have  been  renewed  for  one  year,  5  of  these  are  for 
slaughtering  beasts  and  1  for  swine.  Of  the  remaining  10  which 
are  registered  only  (having  been  in  existence  a  number  of  years 
previous  to  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  requiring  the 
annual  renewal  of  their  licence)  6  are  used  for  slaughtering  beasts 
and  2  for  swine,  while  2  are  at  present  void.  One  slaughter-house 
has  been  under  repair,  having  had  the  front  wall  taken  down  and 
rebuilt,  and  the  old  roof  taken  off  and  a  new  roof  provided. 


The  joints  in  the  floors  of  two  slaughter-houses  have  been 
raked  out  and  stopped  in  with  cement.  The  limewashing  and 
drainage  have  been  well  looked  after,  and  I  have  had  no  cause  to 
report  any  proprietor  for  a  breach  of  the  Regulations. 

LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

In  only  one  instance  has  it  been  found  necessary  to  take  legal 
proceedings.  The  proprietor  of  a  piggery  was  summoned  for 
keeping  pigs  on  unsuitable  premises,  being  in  close  proximity  to  a 
public  school  and  abutting  on  a  dwelling  house. 


The  case  was  dismissed,  each  party  having  to  pay  their  own 
costs. 


UNSOUND  FOOD. 


No  complaint  as  to  the  food  supplies  has  been  considered  of 
sufficient  importance  to  report  to  your  Authority,  as  on  investi- 
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gation  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  the  complaints  proved 
groundless. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  is  only  one  Registered  Common  Lodging  House  in  the 
Borough,  situated  in  South  Street.  I  have  received  no  complaints 
in  reference  to  this  house,  neither  have  I  had  cause  to  report  a 
breach  of  the  Regulations. 

I  have  made  several  surprise  visits  but  have  always  found  it 
clean  and  well  conducted. 


SCHOOLS. 

The  drainage  and  sanitary  arrangements  have  received  my 
attention. 

In  your  public  schools,  the  latrines,  urinals,  and  lavatories  are 
all  in  good  working  order,  and  have  a  plentiful  supply  of  water  for 
flushing  purposes.  The  private  schools  are  few  in  number  and 
mostly  small.  The  sanitary  arrangements  being  under  the  im¬ 
mediate  care  of  the  principals  are  well  looked  after.  I  have 
received  no  complaint  from  any  of  these  schools. 

FACTORY  ACT. 

Many  surprise  visits  have  been  paid  to  workrooms  and 
workshops,  in  connection  with  this  Act.  There  are  no  large 
factories  in  the  Borough,  the  largest  being  the  Railway  Works. 
The  tailors,  upholsterers  and  dress  makers  workrooms,  and  the 
printing  establishments  need  most  attention.  These  have  all 
been  measured,  and  each  proprietor  supplied  with  a  card  showing 
the  number  of  workers  which  they  can  legally  employ  in  their 
workrooms.  Care  has  also  been  taken  that  adequate  and  proper 
ventilation  and  sanitary  accommodation  is  provided  for  the  work¬ 
people.  The  other  workshops  coming  within  the  scope  of  the  Act 
are  principally  carpenters,  painters,  smiths,  carriage  works,  and 
others  of  a  like  character,  where  few  are  employed,  and  the  air 
space  is  ample.  In  all  these  cleanliness  and  sanitary  accom¬ 
modation  has  had  attention.  Your  Medical  Officer,  in  his  report, 
gives  a  more  detailed  account  of  the  work  carried  out  under  this 
Act. 

SCAVENGING  AND  COLLECTION  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE. 

The  remarks  made  in  my  report  of  last  year  on  this  subject 
still  apply.  I  feel  this  to  be  one  of  the  most  important  matters 
in  connection  with  my  duties,  because  it  is  a  work  of  a  daily 
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recurring  nature,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  refuse  is  collected 
and  disposed  of  is  a  matter  of  vital  importance  to  the  health 
and  comfort  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  town  or  district. 

Your  Contractor  has,  I  believe,  done  his  best  to  conscientiously 
carry  out  his  contract,  and  has  greatly  assisted  me  by  keeping 
the  ashpits  and  bins  cleared  more  regularly  than  hitherto,  but  our 
combined  efforts  still  leave  room  for  improvement.  The  ob¬ 
jectionable  ash  and  refuse  pits  are  steadily  but  surely  disappearing, 
giving  place  to  the  sanitary  dust  bin,  which  is  more  convenient 
and  can  be  more  frequently  and  readily  cleared. 

The  practice  of  placing  ashes,  &c.,  in  offensive  and  unsightly 
receptacles  in  the  streets  for  the  purpose  of  collection  by  the 
scavengers,  is  still  an  objectionable  feature,  but  as  the  terms  of 
your  existing  contract  do  not  provide  for  a  separate  collection 
of  house  refuse  and  road  sweepings,  it  is  almost  an  impossibility 
to  prevent  this  nuisance,  because  the  same  carts  collect  everything 
in  the  one  journey,  and  the  greater  or  less  quantity  which  has  to 
be  collected  varies  with  the  exigencies  of  the  weather,  and  other 
causes  beyond  our  control,  and  thus  prevent  the  carts  from  being 
regular  in  their  rounds.  I  am,  however,  of  opinion  that  if  a  suitable 
site  were  found,  not  far  from  the  town,  and  a  refuse  destructor 
provided,  the  house  refuse  could  be  collected  separately  from  the 
road  sweepings,  and  if  the  refuse  were  picked  up  early  in  the 
mornings,  leaving  the  road  sweepings  until  a  later  part  of  the  day, 
the  same  number  of  horses  and  carts  as  you  now  provide  would  be 
found  sufficient  for  the  work,  except  in  very  wet  weather.  Under 
existing  circumstances,  a  great  deal  of  time  is  taken  up  in  going 
to  and  from  the  refuse  heap. 

I  am  aware  this  is  a  matter  which  should  not  be  lightly  dealt 
with,  because  there  are  many  questions  involved,  but  now  that 
some  of  the  schemes,  such  as  water  supply,  sewerage, .  market 
improvement,  and  other  works,  which  demanded  the  time  and 
attention  of  the  Council  are  completed,  I  am  hoping  that  this 
question  of  providing  a  refuse  destructor  will,  ere  long,  have  your 
serious  consideration. 

I  append  a  detailed  list  of  works  carried  out  during  the  year. 
DETAILED  LIST  OF  WORKS  CARRIED  OUT. 


Houses  and  premises  inspected  and  re-inspected 
Preliminary  notices  served  and  letters  written  for  the 
abatement  of  nuisances 
Statutory  notices  served  to  abate  nuisances 


359 

55 

11 


23 

Written  complaints  received  re  nuisances  ..  ..  10 

Complaints  re  ashes  and  house  refuse. .  . .  . .  21 

Drains  tested  with  smoke  and  water  tests  . .  . .  71 

Notices  not  complied  with  on  December  31st,  1906  . .  1 

Old  drains  condemned  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 

New  drains  laid  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  31 

Drains  cleared  from  obstruction  . .  . .  . .  61 

Leaky  drains  made  sound  . .  . .  , .  . .  37 

Drains  disconnected  from  sewer  by  ventilating  syphons. .  15 

Premises  complete  re-drained . .  ..  ..  ..  12 

Cesspools  condemned  and  filled  up  . .  . .  . .  1 

New  connections  of  drains  with  sewers . .  ..  ..  18 

Inspection  chambers  built  . .  . .  . .  . .  23 

Drains  removed  from  underneath  houses  and  laid  outside . .  1 

Brick  drains  replaced  by  pipe  ditto  . .  . .  . .  7 

Unglazed  tile  drains  replaced  by  pipe  ditto  . .  . .  5 

Drains  ventilated  by  4in.  shafts  . .  . .  . .  12 

Stoneware  gully  traps  fixed  . .  . .  . .  . .  37 

Defective  soilpipes  made  sound  . .  . .  . .  3 

Iron  “bell”  and  “D”  traps  removed  . .  . .  . .  21 

Stoneware  sink  troughs  provided  . .  . .  . .  9 

Dwelling  houses  provided  with  improved  water  supply  . .  2 

Stables  drained  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Trapped  pits  provided  for  stables  and  yards  . .  . .  17 

Objectionable  syphons  removed  from  drains  . .  . .  3 

Grease  pits  fixed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Yard  floors  made  good  . .  . .  . .  . .  21 

Waste  pipes  from  sinks  disconnected  from  drains  . .  4 

Gully  traps  removed  from  inside  and  fixed  outside  of 

dwellinghouses  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Mason’s  pits  replaced  by  gully  traps  . .  . .  . .  5 

New  W.C.’s  built  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  7 

Container  W.C.  apparatus  condemned  and  removed  . .  12 

W.C.’s  removed  and  built  on  outside  walls  . .  3 

W.C.’s  provided  with  flushing  tanks  . .  . .  . .  26 

“Washdown”  W.C.  basins  fixed  . .  . .  . .  17 

New  “Hopper”  basins  and  traps  provided  . .  . .  28 

Offensive  W.C.  basins  cleansed  . .  . .  . .  18 

Slaughter-house  walls  lined  with  cement  . .  . .  1 

Defective  syphon  traps  removed  from  drains  . .  . .  3 

Soil  pipes  removed  from  inside  and  fixed  outside  of  walls  and 

ventilated  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Offensive  W.C.’s  limewashed  and  ventilated  . .  . .  15 

Urinals  reconstructed  or  repaired  and  water  laid  on  . .  7 

New  urinals  built  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 

Lavatory  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  and  fitted  with 

S.  or  P.  lead  traps  . .  . .  . .  . .  3 
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Bath  waste  pipes  disconnected  . .  . .  . .  2 

New  baths  fixed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  9 

Manure  pits  drained  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Offensive  rain  water  tank  cleaned  . .  . .  . .  1 

Rain  water  pipes  disconnected  from  drains  . .  . .  13 

Ventilating  shafts  carried  higher  . .  . .  . .  3 

Unwholesome  premises  limewashed  . .  . .  . .  11 

Defective  rain  water  spouting  repaired  . .  . .  42 

Pig-stys  limewashed  . .  . .  . .  . .  25 

Pig-stys  drained  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  4 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  . .  . .  . .  22 

Nuisances  abated  arising  from  the  improper  keeping  of 

animals  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  . .  . .  . .  12 

Galvanized  receptacles  provided  for  house  refuse  . .  20 

Cowsheds  limewashed  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Leaking  roofs  repaired  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Ashpits  removed  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  2 

Lavatory  basins  fixed  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Ventilation  provided  under  floors  . .  . .  . .  4 

Sink  troughs  removed  and  fixed  on  outside  walls . .  . .  1 

Pumps  removed  and  town  water  laid  on  . .  . .  3 

Dairies  limewashed . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Yards  paved  with  impervious  flooring. .  ..  ..  6 

Overcrowding  nuisance  abated  . .  . .  . .  1 

Smoke  nuisance  abated  . .  . .  . .  . .  1 

Slaughter-house  condemned  and  partly  rebuilt  . .  . .  1 

New  W.C.’s  provided  for  Workshops  . .  . .  . .  4 

Workshop  W.C.’s  cleaned  . .  . .  . .  . .  6 

Workshops  and  workrooms  limewashed  . .  . .  5 

I  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

R.  H.  WALDEN, 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

February  15th,  1907. 


